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FROM COURSEY&RSSOC. FAX NO. 7736319934 Dec. ~ i~
CL~PK’~OFFICE

DEC 16 2004

STATE OF ILLINOISPollution Control Board
Illinois Pollution controlBoard November29, 2004
600 S. SecondStreet,Suitc402
Springfield, IL 62704 c1’1

DearSir orMadam:

The illinois Council of TroutUnlimited(TU) representsapproximately3,000Trout
Unlimitedmemberswho residein Illinois. NationallyTU enjoys130,000memberswho
join in theTI] missionofconserving,protectingandrestoringNorthAmerica’scold
waterfisheriesandtheirwatersheds.

A proposalby theillinois EPAnowbeforetheIllinois Pollution ControlBoard would
limit phosphorouslevelsto 1 mg/L (1 mgofphosphorouspereachliter ofwaler
discharged)in anycasewhereaneworexpandingdischargeisproposedwhich would
dischargeatleastonemillion gallonsperday. Your adoptionofthisproposalwill reduce
algaeandbacteriagrowththatkills fish andotherwi’dlife andcanturnwatersinto green
slimethat is undesirablefor swimmingandotheruses. Theproposalis verymodest,but
it representsthefirst realrequirementto reducephosphorousfor dischargesto streamsin
Illinois. Currentlyonly dischargesto lakesandtributariesto lakeshaveto reduce
phosphorous.PrairieRivers,TheSierraClub, arid theEnvironmentallaw andPolicy
Centerhavebeenpushingfor suchalimit for severalyearsandstronglysupportIEPA”s
proposaL Sotoo doestheIllinois CouncilofTrout Unlimited.

This proposalis goodfor waterquality andis consistentwith, andrequiredunder,current
lawsandregulations.The CleanWaterAct andIllinois law requiresthatNPDESpermits
corjtrQl pollutantsthatmaycauseor contributeto violationsofwaterquality standards
aridprohibit allowing newpollutionthat hasnotbeenshownto be necessary.Limits on
phosphorousareneededto preventviolationsof Illinois waterqualitystandardsand
complywith antidegradationrequirementsAlso, controlsareneededto prevent
violationsofthewaterqualitystandardsregardingoffensiveconditions,pH anddissolved
oxygen.

We urgeyou to adopttheEPAproposedinterim dischargestëndardfor phosphorousof 1
mg/L.

Sincerely,

JamesW. Coursey
Chairman-GovernmentAffairs Subcommittee
Illinois Council ofTroutUnlimited
6880N. WildwoodAve.
Chicago,IL 60646

Cc. EdwardL Michael, ChairThe Illinois CouncilofTroutUnlimited


